Fine-tuning NZ’s
response to
climate change
Yesterday, the Government released the latest advice on how
it should address climate change.
The MTA and its members are committed to tackling climate
change. It must be done in a way that helps Kiwis play their part
and doesn’t compromise their safety or ability to get together
with friends, family and loved ones.
Here’s our advice to the Government for driving New Zealand
towards a safe, clean future.

1

EVs are part of the solution,
not the only solution
EVs are expensive and their supply is limited. Combined with high global demand, this just
makes it even harder for the average Kiwi to switch to an EV. It will force them to hold onto
older and less safe vehicles or give up driving completely. That’s not right!
We need to look at all technologies and incentives that promote lower emissions and
not put Kiwis at risk or leave them isolated.

2

Don’t forget the existing 5.5 million vehicles
If we’re serious about tackling climate change, we need to deal with the 5.5 million vehicles
already in NZ. If we focus only on what’s imported every year, we ignore 95% of NZ’s vehicles.
ALL vehicles should have their emissions tested as part of their regular maintenance,
so they’re not adding to our climate change challenge.

3

Remove the worst
The average vehicle is kept on the road until it’s 20 years old. Typically, they are more
polluting and less safe.
We need a plan that deals with how we dispose of these vehicles to make room for a
cleaner future.

The Motor Trade Association has been at the forefront of New Zealand’s
automotive sector for over 100 years. Our 3,800 automotive business
members keep Kiwis’ vehicles running safe and clean.

For more information please visit mta.org.nz/driving-change

